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Thank you, Madam Chair. 

 

My delegation would like to thank UNOG Director-General Michael Moller and 

Mr. Carlos Ruiz Massieu for introducing their respective reports on the Strategic 

Heritage Plan.  We note the progress that has made to date on the Strategic 

Heritage Plan and we appreciate the updates provided in the third annual progress 

report.  Our overall focus for this project is to ensure it is managed well and in line 

with guidance from the General Assembly on issues such as flexible workplace, 

kept on schedule and within the approved budget.  

 

The Strategic Heritage Plan involves many components, including governance, risk 

management, space utilization, accessibility, and financing, and we look forward to 

discussing these issues further.  This year’s discussion will largely center around 

the financing aspect of this project which was deferred from last year given the 

need for more robust development of options to reduce the burden on Member 

States’ and their subsequent assessments.    

  

As such we have read the Secretary General’s report with interest especially 

regarding the efforts made in exploring alternative financing options. One of the 

main areas of exploration was the valorization of UN properties in Geneva which 

was done through an independent party.  While we commend the UN for their 

efforts in exploring these options, we have been disappointed by the limited 

information available concerning the study’s findings and conclusions.  In 

particular, we would like see further explanation surrounding the estimated 
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proceeds from both the sale and lease of the various properties.  Additionally, we 

reiterate that any revenue gained from leasing or selling UN properties must be 

applied to the SHP project and its financing.   

 

In addition to the work that UNOG has done over the past year, we again thank the 

Swiss government for its offer of interest-free loans, and for moving the offer 

successfully through its Parliamentary process.  The loan will alleviate some of the 

burden to member states, although repayment must nonetheless occur primarily 

through Member State assessments.  We also appreciate the updates on donations 

and rental income in the report, and look forward to receiving an update on the net 

gain from these income streams in the course of our discussions.   

 

With regard to flexible workplace and the mandate given by the General Assembly 

last year to implement this initiative in the Strategic Heritage Plan, we would like 

to understand further how this is being implemented in the design and construction. 

While the Palais is an historic building, we still expect to see changes made even 

within that footprint to ensure a more flexible workplace and increased capacity 

within the Palais and related buildings. 

 

Madam Chair, in closing, our delegation is committed to the success of this project 

and stands ready to work with Secretariat and our fellow 5C colleagues to ensure 

that outcome.  Thank you.  


